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WA HEALTH EXCELLENCE AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.10 pm]: I rise to inform members of the outstanding 
people and programs recognised recently at the 2018 WA Health Excellence Awards. The WA Health Excellence 
Awards is an annual event that recognises innovation and excellence in service delivery across eight project 
categories and individual honours, such as the Jill Porteous Memorial Award for Safety and Quality and the 
Minister for Health’s Award for an Outstanding Commitment to a Healthier Western Australia. This year’s awards 
featured two new awards for health policy and mental health, highlighting the importance of these two vital 
elements of our health system. 
The recipient of the Director General’s Award, the ultimate honour of the night, was given to a program reducing 
the rate of hepatitis C in WA’s prisons. Former WA Chief Health Officer Professor Tarun Weeramanthri won the 
Minister for Health’s Award for his tireless efforts for public health in WA. Dr Nicholas Waldron, a consultant 
geriatrician at Armadale Health Service, took out the Jill Porteous Memorial Award for Quality and Safety. 
Eight category winners embraced themes across efficiency, engaging with consumers, better health outcomes for 
Aboriginal people, sustainability, addressing inequities, improving safety and quality, and preventive health. 
Winners came from the East Metropolitan Health Service, the South Metropolitan Health Service, the 
North Metropolitan Health Service, the WA Country Health Service and the Department of Health. Many of the 
success stories from the evening resulted from collaboration with other government agencies, non-government 
organisations and the education sector. 
I want to congratulate all award recipients and I also wish to thank all the people working in our health system—
doctors, nurses, allied health staff and support and administrative staff—who continue to make the WA health 
system a world-class health service. 
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